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It is the policy of the Houston Independent School District not to discriminate on the basis of age, color, handicap or disability, 

ancestry, national origin, marital status, race, religion, sex, veteran status, or political affiliation in its educational or employment 

programs and activities. 
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Public schools forming partnerships including faith-based communities should consider and adhere to the following in 
developing and supporting such activities: 
 

 

In selecting partners remain neutral between secular and religious groups. 

Select student participants without regard to the religious affiliation of the students. 

Make sure any jointly sponsored activities provided within the partnership program, wherever located, are purely 
secular.  

Make sure any space used for the program is safe and secure for the children. 

Make sure any space used by the public school for instructional purposes is free of religious symbols.  

Put the partnership agreement in writing. 

 

 

Do not limit participation in the partnership, or student selection, to religious groups or certain religious groups. 

Do not encourage or discourage student participation with particular partners based on the religious or secular  

nature of the organization. 

Do not encourage or discourage students from engaging in religious activities. 

Do not condition student participation in any partnership activity on membership in any religious group, or on  

acceptance or rejection of any religious belief, or on participation in, or refusal to participate in, any religious  
activity. 

Do not reward or punish students (for example, in terms of grades or participation in other activities) based on their 

willingness to participate in any activity of a partnership with a religious organization.  
 

 

Volunteers always need to be thanked for their willingness to volunteer their time to help children learn. At the same 
time, it is very important to remind volunteers from faith communities that the purpose of any partnership is educational 
and secular in nature, not religious, and that volunteers must respect the very strong First Amendment rights of students. 
Remind volunteers: 

Do not pray with the students and families or encourage them to pray during your volunteer session with them. 

Do not preach about your faith to the children and their families while conducting your educational activity.  

Do not prohibit or discourage speech or other activity simply because of its religious content or nature. 

Do not infringe on the rights of students and their family members to speak about religion or to say a prayer or to 

read a Scripture, provided it is within the reasonable limits of rules for orderliness, talking, and congregating that 
are set for other speech and activities 

 

Partnerships involving Public Schools and Faith-Based Communities was taken from: How Faith Communities  
Support Children's Learning in Public Schools, December 1999, U.S. Department of Education. 
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The Houston Independent School District (HISD) recognizes that faith-based communities have played and must continue to play 

an essential role in educating children. Therefore, HISD seeks to maintain and develop more education partnerships with the 

faith-based community, as it does with businesses and other community groups. Faith-based organizations are in a pivotal position 

to help improve the quality of education for HISD students through a variety of ways. The possibilities are infinite. 

 

HISD believes that all students will be successful learners given the opportunity, and will become independent learners in 
an environment of acceptance, nurturing, high expectations and commitment. Our mission is to ensure that our students 

receive continuous motivation and enrichment, and faith-based community members have much to offer in these areas. 
Faith-based organizations working in concert with parents, teachers, administrators and other HISD staff can make a 
world of difference in the lives of our students. It all starts with identifying the needs of the campus. 
 
The HISD Strategic Partnerships Department can assist faith-based organizations in identifying campuses as well as facili-
tating the introduction between the faith-based organization and the campus principal. Strategic Partnerships works to 
ensure that faith-based communities are actively engaged in HISD schools. We also provide guidance and information 
pertaining to schools and the faith community on opportunities for engagement. In other words, the department works to 
“Connect the Dots” between the faith communities and the schools. We promote a new approach to collaboration. 
 

The following partnerships are examples of how some faith-based communities and their members are helping to ensure 
that HISD students succeed: 
 

–KIDS HOPE USA is a church-based mentoring program that recruits volunteer mentors. The participating 

faith-based organizations fund and operate the program and provide the service free to schools. Participating faith-
based organizations and the HISD schools they serve include: Brentwood Baptist Church (Hobby ES), Calvary Missionary 
Baptist Church (Dodson Elementary & Montessori School), Christ Church Cathedral (Rusk ES), First Presbyterian Church of 
Houston (MacGregor ES), Lazybrook Baptist Church (Sinclair ES), Light of Consolation Christian Ministries (Brookline ES), St. 
John the Divine Episcopal Church (River Oaks ES), St. Luke's United Methodist Church (Briarmeadow Charter School),  
St. Paul Presbyterian Church (Bonham ES), St. Philip's United Methodist Church (Benavidez ES), St. Rose of Lima Catholic 
Church (Garden Oaks ES), St. Thomas More Catholic Church (Elrod ES), and St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church  
(West University ES).  

 

–HISD is seeking to expand its partners of ministers to increase the number of volunteers and 

support existing HISD initiatives such as Houston Real Men Read and Kids Hope. If you are pastor or know of pastor inter-
ested in becoming involved, please contact Lawrence A. Allen Jr., Community Relations Liaison, Strategic Partnerships De-
partment,  713-556-7200, or e-mail: lallen1@houstonisd.org. 
 

–More than 400 volunteers from Memorial Drive Presbyterian, Abundant Harvest,  

Clubcreek New Life Baptist, and Tallowood Baptist Churches joined forces for “Operation Compassion,” a major school-
renovation project for Piney Point ES. Volunteers assembled picnic tables, constructed a deck, landscaped the entire  
campus, apply a new coat of asphalt, replaced old air conditioners and mini-blinds, painted classrooms and furniture, 

refurbished the teachers’ lounge, and built shelves. The transformation of Piney Point took more than 1,200 volunteer 
hours and an estimated $70,000 in supplies and materials. Lowe’s, H-E-B, and other local businesses also participated.  
 

–New Faith Church and The Moran Norris Foundation each donated funds to support fine arts, 

after school, and volunteer programs at Richard W. Dowling Middle School. New Faith Church collected a special offer-
ing in support of the school. The Moran Norris Foundation matched the church’s offering, yielding over $10,000 to support 
the fine arts programs at the school. 
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For more information on how you can help the 

students of HISD, contact:  

 
LAWRENCE A. ALLEN, JR. 

Community Relations Liaison 

Strategic Partnerships Department  

Houston ISD 

4400 W. 18th Street, Level 1, Southeast 

Houston, TX 77092 

Phone: 713-556-7200;  

E-mail: lallen1@houstonisd.org 

mailto:vluna@houstonisd.org
mailto:vluna@houstonisd.org

